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In N.B., Two Different Worlds
From May 315t to June 4™, the Common Front for Social
Justice hosted its 2" Art Exhibit at Moncton City Hall. The
theme for this exhibit was "Two Different Worlds". This exhibit,
organized by members of the CFSJ, aimed to raise public aware-
ness of the enormous gap that separates the rich and the poor.

The following themes were chosen for the exhibit: 1) Food,; 2)
Clothing; 3) Housing; 4) Transportation; 5) Health and 6)
Distribution of wealth.

The objects, paintings and collages of the exhibit are a cry to
demand a reduction in the gap that separates the rich and the
poor and a better quality of life for the citizens of N.B.



Food

N° 1. Table for the rich and table for the poor
by DanielLégere Memramcook

Table for two: one for the rich, with lobster
served in a gold-trimmed plate, a glass of
champagne and gold-plated utensils; and one

for the poor, with a box received from the
food bank.






Clothing

N° 2. The Great divide
by LindaMcCaustlin Moncton

Collage illustrating the great demarcation line
between the clothing purchased by people
from the middle class and those who are
poor: social assistance recipients, minimum
wage workers and low-income elders.
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N 3. Bargain Wardrobe
by JohannePetitpas Moncton

Collage demonstrating how, given the actual
social assistance rates, people living in poverty
must look out for clothing sales or shop in

places like the Salvation Army and C NB Y O K ¢






Housing
N° 4. Huge contrasts in housing

by Aurea Cormier, Moncton

While certain people live in luxurious houses,
others are in trailers or even without a home.

OToo many people struggle to find and maintain
affordable housing; and an increasing number
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and Hugh Segal. 2009. "In From the Margins: a
Call to Action on Poverty, Housing and Homelessne
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% Vaughn Harvey Blvd and
&l Main St. in Moncton

Rich condominium in Dieppe
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Transportation

N° 5. Daily means of transportation
of the rich and of the poor
by Jamed.eBlan¢ Moncton

Miniature arrangements of means of
transportation - The rich travel in luxurious and
flashy cars: BMW or other costly cars. But for
workers on a limited budget, they travel with
used cars or go by bus to their work site, to do

their shopping, etc.
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N° 6. Shoes: the appearance reveals
the thickness of the wallet
by Peter Borden, Moncton

Two examples of shoes: with enough
money, a rich woman can buy shoes similar
to those of celebrities; however, a woman

living in poverty often wears her shoes until
they are ripped and torn.
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Health

N° 7. Portrait of Zelia Cormier
by Auréa Cormier, Moncton

Portrait of a woman who was many times
refused the status of disabled person despite the
serious health problems that plague her. She
must survive with 537S per month because the
government refuses to classify her as a disabled
person deserving extended benefits, which
would allow her access to 618S per month.



Three letters of
refusal sent to Zélia
Cormier in response
to a request to be
certified as a
disabled person
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Distribution of wealth

N° 8. Gaps in the distribution of wealth
by Emmanuelle&ChapadosMoncton

Painting illustrating the differences in wealth
between each 10% of the population of New
Brunswick. The top 10% (the wide gold area),
represents those belonging to the richest
segment of the population; they own 25 times
more wealth that the 10% (the black bottom
line) who at poorest group the end.
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Nedhd adzNF £ Y d¢KS +2 A
by Auréa Cormier, Moncton

Inserted here and there across a felt map of New-
Brunswick, there are 15 messages written on
white cotton which express the concerns New
Brunswickers regarding the Poverty Reduction
Plan. These statements were cut out from dozens
of others written spontaneously at the closing of
a CFSJ analysis which focussed on the Poverty
Reduction Plan.
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N° 10. Rich families and corporations
compared to poor people in Canada

by JeanrClaude Basque, Moncton

Jewellery boxes in which we may find the real
wealth of certain Canadian families and
corporations. Compare this with the families
of workers or citizens on low income.
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N° 11. Reality in terms of the
distribution of money
by Mathieu CouturierCampbellton

Oil painting representing the functioning of
society illustrated by an equal-arm scale. A
LIAES 27 Y2)/Se NB LINS
weight in supposedly-4 2 OA ' f RSO
needs of the poor, in terms of support and
services, are covered by only a few coins.






N° 12. Survival dependant on medicine
by Denise Martin, Grand®igue

Installation of pill bottles under an old
umbrella. Certain people require many drugs
to function on a daily basis. People in a
situation of poverty do not have access to
certain medicines that are essential to their
health condition. Like the torn umbrella, our
provincial social security net has many holes.
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N° 13. The interest of a homeless person
by Sean Booth, Moncton

Painting of a homeless person seeking for food
close to the window of a beautiful home.
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N° 14. N.B.: Two Worlds
by six young people in an alternative
education program, Saint John

Collage made by a group of young people to
express their views regarding the rich and the
POO.
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N° 15. Some swim on top others
by Marie-Pier Fraser, Dieppe Community College

Painting illustrating that figuratively speaking,
we are all fish swimming in the same pond
but, because of huge income gaps, some swim
considerably above the others.



32



N° 16. We do not juggle with
the same priorities
by CamillePerronCormier, Dieppe

Drawing illustrating rich families and poor
families in Canada who juggle with very
different daily priorities.






